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a democratic government conducted by a secret society."

" There is no secret society," said Taalat. " The Will
of the People is supreme."

" Which people ? Cretans, Greeks, Albanians, Armen-
ians, Arabs, Druses, Kurds, Jews or Anatolians ? "

" We are all Ottomans."

" From reports published recently," said the English-
man, " you are not treating your Christian Ottomans in
Macedonia very kindly. I am told that ten thousand of
them have been bastinadoed there, and that they came
to complain to their priests on their knees, their feet
having been beaten to pulp."

" That is a lie ! " said Taalat. " The usual dirty Balkan
propaganda ! You have no idea of the conditions in this
part of Europe. The Balkans are obsessed by various and
divergent Great Ideas. Russia wants Constantinople;
and Austria, Salonika. Leaving them aside, we have to
reckon with Greater Servia, Greater Montenegro, Greater
Bulgaria, Greater Greece. None of these Ideas can be
accomplished without the disruption of my country, so
our neighbours are all anxious to prove that Turkey is
unfit to exist. Many societies have been founded with this
object. In Belgrade there are two. One is open, the other
secret. One works by books, the other by bombs. The
cultural society is called the Narodna Odbrana, and is all
uplift and idealism. I have nothing against the patriots
who belong to it. I am a patriot myself. But I do object
to the Servian Black Hand. Perhaps you have never heard
of it ? Well, it is the most skilfully directed and the most
savage revolutionary movement in the modern world.
Its members killed King Alexander and Queen Draga.
You may remember how they surprised the King and
Qjieen in their bedroom. One of the murderers hacked off